
Proposed sequence of Y1 & Y2 English activities – Stories from other cultures 

Activity Y1 Y2 
 

1 

 
Read or retell The Three Little Pigs. Explain that a traditional tale is a very 
old story that people have been telling for a long time. 
How many traditional tales can you think of? Write a list (See appendix 1 
for examples). 
Discuss the stories and find things they have in common e.g. they often 
have animal characters, usually a hero/villain and they have a moral to 
share. 
Without looking on the internet, do you know any Australian traditional 
tales? (you probably won’t know any – that’s ok!) 
Explain that they follow the same pattern and often include animal 
characters.  
 
Today you will research animals that live in Australia/native/indigenous to 
Australia.  
 
Have a look at the animals in appendix 2 – Do you know any of them?  
 
Choose animal, write its name and then write a sentence to describe it. 
Make sure you are using ‘and’, capital letters and full stops. 
 
Repeat with at least another 3 animals. 
 
Your grown-up can help you look on this website and watch this video for 
more information. 
 
Ask your grown-up (or an older brother or sister if you have one) to read 
you The Rainbow Serpent and the Story of Creation (see appendix 3). Can 
you see any words that you know? Identify the different animals included 
in the story.  
 
 

 
Read or retell The Three Little Pigs. Explain that a traditional tale is a very 
old story that people have been telling for a long time. 
How many traditional tales can you think of? Write a list (See appendix 1 
for examples). 
Discuss the stories and find things they have in common e.g. they often 
have animal characters, usually a hero/villain and they have a moral to 
share. 
Without looking on the internet, do you know any Australian traditional 
tales? (you probably won’t know any – that’s ok!) 
Explain that they follow the same pattern and often include animal 
characters.  
 
Today you will research animals that live in Australia/native/indigenous to 
Australia.  
Have a look at the animals in appendix 2 – Do you know any of them?  
Choose animal, write its name and then write a few sentences to describe 
it. Make sure you are using conjunctions to join ideas (e.g. when, if, that, 
because, or, and, but), expanded noun phrases and commas.  
 
Repeat with at least another 5 animals. 
 
Can you work on your own to research and look on this website and watch 
this video for more information. 
 
Can you write the animals on pieces of paper and put them into 
alphabetical order? 
Read The Rainbow Serpent and the Story of Creation (see appendix 3). 
Try to read as much as you can on your own. Identify the different animals 
included in the story.  
 

https://www.kids-world-travel-guide.com/animals-in-australia.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TkCq54_ho-A
https://www.kids-world-travel-guide.com/animals-in-australia.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TkCq54_ho-A
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2 

 
Listen to The Rainbow Bird story here. Compare this story to The Rainbow 
Serpent. 
Identify the features of The Rainbow Bird which are the same as other 
traditional tales, e.g. animals are the main characters, rainbow bird is the 
hero and crocodile is the villain, rainbow bird does the right thing and 
shares fire. 
Listen to the story again to make sure you remember what happens. 
 
Can you tell someone in your house what the main events of the story are, 
in order? 
 
Cut up the Y1 sequencing cards… Put the story in order and stick them in 
your book or on a strip of paper. Then draw a small illustration for each 
section. Your grown-up can help you read, but try to read as much as you 
can by yourself.  
 
Now act out the story using your sequenced story. 
Try to change your voice and movements for different characters etc. 

 
Listen to The Rainbow Bird story here. Compare this story to The Rainbow 
Serpent. 
Identify the features of The Rainbow Bird which are the same as other 
traditional tales, e.g. animals are the main characters, rainbow bird is the 
hero and crocodile is the villain, rainbow bird does the right thing and 
shares fire. 
Listen to the story again to make sure you remember what happens. 
 
Retell the story to someone in your house, can you do in the right order? 
 
Cut up the Y2 sequencing cards… Put the story in order and stick them in 
your book or on a strip of paper. Then draw a small illustration for each 
section. Your grown-up can help you read, but try to read as much as you 
can by yourself.  
 
Now act out the story using your sequenced story or can you remember 
the details without it?  
Make sure you change your voice and movements for different characters 
etc. 
 

 
3 

 
Listen to me read the story of Why Frogs can only Croak here (There’s also 
an adapted written version in appendix 5). 
Discuss the story with your grown-up and answer the questions in 
appendix 6. 
 
Choose one of the stories to read (that best matches your reading book 
band). Try to read as much by yourself as possible.  
If you find a word you don’t know remember to use your reading 
strategies e.g. blend the sounds together, use the picture, make sure it 
makes sense etc. 
Now read it again, this time try to remember the words you had to blend 
to read.  

 
Listen to me read the story of Why Frogs can only Croak here (There’s also 
an adapted written version in appendix 5). 
Discuss the story with your grown-up and answer the questions in 
appendix 6. 
 
Choose one of the stories to read (that best matches your reading book 
band). Try to read as much by yourself as possible.  
If you find a word you don’t know remember to use your reading 
strategies e.g. blend the sounds together, use the picture, make sure it 
makes sense etc. 
Now read it again, this time try to remember the words you had to blend 
to read.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FkC1VwU6WHw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FkC1VwU6WHw
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Story 1 – What made Tiddalik laugh? (See Tiddalik pdf). Use the questions 
in appendix 7 to help to talk about the story with your grown-up.  
 
Challenge story - How Kangaroo got her pouch (Appendix 8). Use the 
questions in to help to talk about the story with your grown-up. 
 
If this isn’t mentioned when discussing the story, make sure you talk 
about…  What animals were in the story? Who was the hero? Who was the 
villain? What did the hero do? What can I learn about my behaviour from 
reading this story? 
 

 
Story 1 – How Kangaroo got her pouch (Appendix 8). Use the questions in 
appendix 7 to help to talk about the story with your grown-up. 
 
Challenge story - The Two Moths and the Flowers of the Mountain 
(Appendix 9). Use the questions to help to talk about the story with your 
grown-up. 
 

If this isn’t mentioned when discussing the story, make sure you talk 
about…  What animals were in the story? Who was the hero? Who was the 
villain? What did the hero do? What can I learn about my behaviour from 
reading this story? 
 

 
4 

 
Look at appendix 10 (an adapted version of Why frogs can only croak) and 
read it with your grown-up.  
Look at the word didn’t in 2nd sentence. Point out the apostrophe… Find 
another word with an apostrophe e.g. he’d. Make a list of at least 6 words 
with an apostrophe in your book e.g. couldn’t, isn’t, shouldn’t.  
Explain that each of these words are contractions and are a shortened 
version of two different words – they have been joined together and the 
apostrophe replaces missing letters.  
Next to each contraction in your list write the extended form e.g. isn’t = is 
not. Repeat for all of them. 
 
Activity 1 –  
Play Contractions Pairs (appendix 11). You can play this on your own or 
with someone else. 
 
Challenge activity -  
Play Contraction Bingo (appendix 12).  
 

 
Look at appendix 10 (an adapted version of Why frogs can only croak) and 
read as on your own as you can. 
Look at the word didn’t in 2nd sentence. Point out the apostrophe… Find 
another word with an apostrophe e.g. he’d. Make a list of all the words 
with an apostrophe in your book e.g. couldn’t, isn’t, shouldn’t.  
Explain that each of these words are contractions and are a shortened 
version of two different words – they have been joined together and the 
apostrophe replaces missing letters.  
Next to each contraction in your list write the extended form e.g. isn’t = is 
not. Repeat for all of them. 
 
Activity 1 –  
Play Contraction Bingo (appendix 12).  
 
Challenge activity -  
Play contraction snap (appendix 13) 
 
Write at least 6 sentences with at least one contraction in each. Try to use 
a different contraction in each sentence. 
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5 

 
Choose your favourite Australian traditional tale so far and retell it (don’t 
read it!), practice it a few times and then put on a performance for the 
people in your house.  
Ensure you change the volume/tone of your voice, keep eye contact with 
the audience, use your hands to express yourself and speak fluently and 
clearly.  
Afterwards, identify what makes a good oral retelling. What do they need 
to do to give the most exciting and engaging performance as possible so 
the audience is entertained? 
 
If you’d like a challenge, choose one of the new stories in the Y2 activity – 
make sure you learn the story before preforming it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Choose one of these new Australian traditional tales and retell it (don’t 
read it!), practice it a few times and then put on a performance for the 
people in your house.  
 
How Crow Became Black (appendix 14) 
The Lizard-man and the Creation of Uluru (appendix 15) 
  
Ensure you change the volume/tone of your voice, keep eye contact with 
the audience, use your hands to express yourself and speak fluently and 
clearly.  
Afterwards, identify what makes a good oral retelling. What do they need 
to do to give the most exciting and engaging performance as possible so 
the audience is entertained? 
 
Discuss the new story - What animals are in the story? Who is hero/villain? 
What is the moral of the story? 
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6 

 
Retell the story from yesterday again 
Create a story map using pictures, words and phrases for your story. (see 
the example below) 
 
Use your story map to learn the story off by heart – so you don’t have to 
look at anything when you are retelling the story. 
 
Video yourself again… did you retell the story better now you know it 
better? Did your volume/tone of voice improve from last time?  
You could show your teacher and put it on Evidence Me! 
 

 
Retell the story from yesterday again 
Create a story map using pictures, words and phrases for your story. (see 
the example below) 
 
Use your story map to learn the story off by heart – so you don’t have to 
look at anything when you are retelling the story. 
 
Video yourself again… did you retell the story better now you know it 
better? Did your volume/tone of voice improve from last time?  
You could show your teacher and put it on Evidence Me! 
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7 

 
Explain that the rest of this week is going to spent planning and writing a 
story in the style of an Australian traditional tale.  
 
Reread The Rainbow Serpent together and talk about the different 
animals. 
You are going to choose one of the Australian animals as the hero for your 
own traditional tale. But first, discuss each animal, considering if they 
would be a hero and why you think so.  
Once you’ve chosen an animal draw a picture of it. Write short descriptive 
phrases to describe it e.g. Wombat = He has soft fur and black eyes.  
Join your words and ideas using ‘and’. 
Encourage your child to describe what their animal looks/ sounds/ smell/ 
feels like. Ask them to consider how the animal would make them feel e.g. 
are they scary/happy/funny etc. 
When you’ve finished your writing, re-read it to make sure it makes sense, 
and that you have selected the most effective adjectives. 
 
 
 
 

 
Explain that the rest of this week is going to spent planning and writing a 
story in the style of an Australian traditional tale.  
 
Reread The Rainbow Serpent on your own and talk about the different 
animals with your grown-up. 
You are going to choose one of the Australian animals as the hero for your 
own traditional tale. But first, discuss each animal, considering if they 
would be a hero and why you think so.  
Once you’ve chosen an animal, say what character traits the animal has, to 
explain why you have chosen them as your hero. 
Draw a picture of it and write descriptive sentences about it... 
Each sentence must begin differently, include at least two adjectives, have 
a comma between the adjectives and include and, e.g. They have long, 
slender legs and their feet are pointy, flat and hairy. He has soft, brown fur 
and small, pointed ears. 
Encourage your child to describe what their animal looks/ sounds/ smell/ 
feels like. Ask them to consider how the animal would make them feel e.g. 
are they scary/happy/funny etc. 
When you’ve finished your writing, re-read it to make sure it makes sense, 
and that you have selected the most effective adjectives. 
 

 
8 

 
Story plan -  
Explain that each Australian traditional tale has the same pattern… 
1. An introduction to the hero 
2. Establishing a problem involving the villain 
3. A resolution to the problem 
4. An ending.  
Using the animal you chose yesterday as the hero talk about each stage 
and verbally plan a story (See appendix 16 for examples to support you). 
When you have decided on a story draw a picture to represent each stage, 
so you will have four pictures altogether. At the bottom of each page write 
some notes (words and phrases) that you feel are effective and want to 

 
Story plan -  
Explain that each Australian traditional tale has the same pattern… 
1. An introduction to the hero 
2. Establishing a problem involving the villain 
3. A resolution to the problem 
4. An ending.  
Using the animal you chose yesterday as the hero talk about each stage 
and verbally plan a story (See appendix 16 for examples to support you). 
When you have decided on a story draw a picture to represent each stage, 
so you will have four pictures altogether. At the bottom of each page write 
some notes (words, phrases and direct speech) that you feel are effective 



Proposed sequence of Y1 & Y2 English activities – Stories from other cultures 

include in your writing. Make sure you don’t start writing out the story in 
full… only notes with the main ideas.  
You are going to use this tomorrow to help you write your story, so make 
sure you write down WOW words, and include enough detail. 
 

and want to include in your writing. Make sure you don’t start writing out 
the story in full… only notes with the main ideas.  
You are going to use this tomorrow to help you write your story, so make 
sure you write down WOW words, and include enough detail. 
 

 
9  
& 
10 

 
 

 
Writing your story – (last two days) 
 
Look at the illustrations you completed yesterday. Talk 
through the story you composed orally several times.  
 
Make your own book by folding 3 pieces of A4 paper (or write 
straight into your book).  
Give your story a title…. Write it on the front cover and draw a 
picture. Don’t forget to write who the author and illustrator 
are! 
 
Using the boxes from your plan, use one box on each page (if 
you need more space, just go onto another page) 
Page 1 – Introduce the main characters.  
Page 2 – Write about the problem 
Page 3 – Solve the problem 
Page 4 – How does your story end? 
 
The best stories will include: 

 capital letters 

 full stops 

 finger spaces  

 ‘and’ to join ideas 
 
Re-read the story to ensure it makes sense. 
 
 
 

 
Writing your story – (last two days) 
 
Look at the illustrations you completed yesterday. Talk through the story you 
composed orally several times.  
 
Make your own book, 
or write straight into 
your book, using the 
guidance in appendix 
17 (see here too…).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Make sure you are using capital letters, full stops, finger spaces, using ‘and’ to join 
ideas, possessive apostrophes, contractions, direct speech with speech marks and a 
range of conjunctions. 
 
Re-read the story to ensure it makes sense and make any corrections/changes needed. 
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Appendix 1 –  

Traditional Tales 
 

If the children are struggling to suggest some traditional tales, here 
are some examples: 
 
Main characters are animals: 
The Three Billy Goats Gruff, 
Goldilocks and the Bears, 
The Gingerbread Man, 
Little Red Riding Hood, 
Three Little Pigs, 
Chicken Licken, 
Little Red Hen, 
The Ugly Duckling, 
The Frog Prince, 
The Town Mouse and the Country Mouse, 
Puss in Boots. 
 
Main characters are not animals: 
Cinderella, 
Rapunzel, 
Snow-white and the Seven Dwarfs, 
The Princess and the Pea, 
Rumpelstiltskin, 
Piped Piper of Hamlin, 
Hansel and Gretel, 
The Elves and the Shoemaker. 
Enormous Turnip, 
Jack and the Beanstalk (hen that lays golden eggs). 
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Appendix 2 -  

 

Australian Animals 
 

Do you know who this is? 
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Appendix 3 –  
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Appendix 4 –                 Sequencing The Rainbow Bird – Y1
 

Long ago in the Time of Dreams, there lived a rough, 
tough Crocodile Man. He was huge and mean and 
scary. He had fire!  

 

Bird Woman watched Crocodile Man and waited. One 
afternoon he opened his mouth very wide to yawn 
and Bird Woman flew down and snatched a fire stick, 
and flew back into the air.  

 

Crocodile Man wouldn’t share the fire with anyone! 
Bird Woman pleaded with him to share his fire with 
her and the people, but he said no.  

 

She gave fire to people. She flew around the country   
and put fire into every tree. From that day on people 
could make Fire using dry sticks and logs from a tree.  

 

To this day Crocodile lives down in the swamp. His Fire 
is gone now. Rainbow Bird still lives in the air and 
sometimes you can see her taking fire to the trees, in 
a blaze of feathers rainbow bright.  

 

Then Bird Woman did a dance and put the fire sticks 
into her tail. She became the beautiful Rainbow Bird. 
She told Crocodile Man that he must stay down in the 
water, while she flew high in the air.  
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Sequencing The Rainbow Bird – Y2 

 

 

Long ago in the Time of Dreams, there lived a rough, 
tough Crocodile Man. He was huge and mean and 
scary. He had fire! He held it with his feet, balanced it 
on his head and breathed it from his throat.  

 

Time passed. Bird Woman watched Crocodile Man 
and waited. One afternoon he opened his mouth very 
wide to yawn and Bird Woman flew down and 
snatched a fire stick, and flew back into the air.  

 

Crocodile Man wouldn’t share the fire with anyone! 
Bird Woman pleaded with him to let her have fire, but 
he told her to eat her food raw. She asked about 
sharing fire with the people, but he said no!  

 

Feeling proud of herself she decided to give fire to 
people. She flew around the country putting Fire into 
the heart of every tree. From that day on people could 
make Fire using dry sticks and logs from a tree.  

 

To this day Crocodile lives down in the swamp. His Fire 
is gone now. Rainbow Bird still lives in the air and 
sometimes you can see her taking fire to the trees, in 
a blaze of feathers rainbow bright.  

 

Then Bird Woman did a dance and put the fire sticks 
into her tail. She became the beautiful Rainbow Bird. 
She told Crocodile Man that he must stay down in the 
wet water, while she flew high and dry in the air.  
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Appendix 5 –  

Why Frogs can only croak 
(adapted from Stories from the Billabong) 

Every morning, Lyrebird came down to the stream to sing. He had the most beautiful voice. He could 
imitate the sound of all the other birds. 
 
One day, while Lyrebird was singing he noticed something unusual in the stream. The water was flowing 
fast, and there were lots of bubbles in it. Most of the bubbles were white. But, one bubble looked dark 
and there seemed to be something inside it. 
 
Lyrebird watched, the dark bubble burst and out fell a little green frog. 
 
Little Green Frog swam to one of the water-lilies. He climbed on to it and looked this way and that.  
 
Lyrebird flew down to talk to Little Green Frog. He asked if he could sing or talk, but the frog shook his 
head. He was just about to fly away when he heard the voice of the Spirit of the Creator say to him “This 
little frog is your brother. Teach him to sing!” 
 
Lyrebird started to give frog singing lessons. Frog was a quick learner. He could sing so well that Lyrebird 
thought he was a better singer than him! Lyrebird asked the other animals to come and listen. They 
were very impressed by how well he could sing, imitate the other animals and even make noises like the 
sounds from nature. 
 
That night, when all the animals had gone home, the frog climbed on to his favourite lily-pad. He puffed 
out his chest and shouted “I can sing better than the Lyrebird! I am the greatest singer in the world!”  
 
The other frogs told him not to be so boastful. But he wouldn’t listen and kept on shouting. “I am so 
great a singer, I could make the moon come tumbling out of the sky to listen to me” he shouted.  
 
So, he took a deep breath and started to sing. He sang so beautifully that all the other frogs came out of 
the water to listen to him. But, the moon took no notice at all.  
 
The next night he tried again. He sang louder and longer and even more beautifully. But still the moon 
took no notice. 
 
Frog couldn’t believe it! Next night, he tried again. He sang on and on. He sang louder and louder and 
louder. But the moon just kept sailing along among the clouds.  
 
Suddenly, to his horror, his voice gave out. He had strained his vocal cords to breaking point. He opened 
his mouth, but all that came out was a croak. And from that day to this, when the moon is bright, you 
will find frogs coming out of the water, and gathering together. But when they try to sing, all they can 
manage is “Croak! Croak! Croak!” 
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Appendix 6 –  

Why Frogs can only croak 
 

Is this story a traditional tale? 

 

What is your evidence? 

 

What animals are included in the story? 

 

Who is the hero of the story? 

 

What does this story teach us about being good? 

 

Where did Lyrebird go every morning? 

 

Why did she go there? 

 

What unusual thing did Lyrebird see one morning? 

 

Why was Lyrebird surprised to see Little Green Frog? 

 

Do you think Little Green Frog wanted to learn to sing? 

 

Why did Lyrebird teach Little Green Frog to sing? 

 

Why did the other animals tell Little Green Frog to stop boasting? 

 

What was the consequence of Little Green Frog boasting? 
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Appendix 7 –  

What made Tiddalik laugh? 
 

Is this story a traditional tale? 

 

What is your evidence? 

 

What animals are included in the story? 

 

Who is the hero of the story? 

 

What does this story teach us about being good? 

 

How did Tiddalik feel when he woke up and what did he do? 

 

What was the consequence of Tiddalik drinking all the water? 

 

Why do the animals want to make Tiddalik laugh? 

 

What makes you laugh? 

 

How did Platypus feel when she heard that Tiddalik had drunk all the 

water and what did she do? 

 

What made Tiddalik laugh? 

 

Why do you think Tiddalik decided not to drink all the water again? 
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Appendix 8 –  
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How Kangaroo got her pouch 

 

Is this story a traditional tale? 

 

What is your evidence? 

 

What animals are included in the story? 

 

Who is the hero of the story? 

 

What does this story teach us about being good? 

 

Why did Mother Kangaroo help the old wombat? 

 

What did she do to help him? 

 

How did Mother Kangaroo distract the hunter? 

 

How did Mother Kangaroo feel when she returned to find wombat and 

Joey? 

 

Who did wombat turn out to be? 

 

What was left to Mother Kangaroo? 

 

Why was Mother Kangaroo chosen to have a gift? 

 

How did she feel? 
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Appendix 9 –  
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The two moths and the flowers of the 
mountain 

 

Is this story a traditional tale? 

 

What is your evidence? 

 

What animals are included in the story? 

 

Who is the hero of the story? 

 

What does this story teach us about being good? 

 

What do you think being beautiful means? 

 

Why did Bogong love Myee? 

 

Myee was curious about snow, what are you curious about? 

 

Why did Bogong try to stop Myee from flying to the mountains? 

 

What happened to Myee’s wings while she was asleep? 

 

What did she think would be a consequence of this? 

 

Why will her beauty last forever? 
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Appendix 10 –  Contractions 

 
Why Frogs can only croak? 

 
Lyrebird was excellent at singing. He didn’t know anyone who could sing as 

well as him. He’d sing in the morning by the cool running water of the stream. 

Lyrebird looked into the water. He couldn’t stop looking at it. “Isn’t it 

beautiful,” he said.  

 

Just then he saw something that shouldn’t be there, in the bubbles of the 

stream. “I haven’t seen that before,” he whispered. He jumped down to the 

edge of and stream and took a closer look. He mightn’t have seen it except 

that it was a different colour to the other bubbles.  

 

It was a Little Green Frog. “Do you sing?” he asked. But Little Green Frog 

didn’t. “If you can’t sing, then I’m going to teach you!” said Lyrebird.  

 

Eventually Little Green Frog sang so beautifully that Lyrebird couldn’t sing as 

well as him. “I shan’t be able to sing as well as Little Green Frog,” said 

Lyrebird. He was sad.  

 

“There’s nothing in the world that can sing as well as me!” boasted Little 

Green Frog. “I haven’t found any animal as clever as me, even Lyrebird can’t 

sing as well. One day I’ll sing so well that even the moon won’t be able to stay 

away!” said Little Green Frog. 

 

Little Green Frog sang. But the moon wasn’t interested and stayed in the sky. 

“It isn’t working,” he said. He tried again.  “It’s no good!” he sobbed. The 

moon stayed in the sky. Eventually he tried so hard, all that came out of his 

mouth was a croak! And until this very day, that is the only thing that frogs 

can sing! 
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Appendix 11 – 

Contraction Pairs 

 Cut out each word. 

 Place the words upside down and spread them out in front of you. 

 Turn over two words and see if they match. If they do you match, keep them and have another 

turn. If they don’t match put them back. 
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Appendix 12 –  

Contraction Bingo 

Cut out these contractions and place them in a bag. Pull out one word at a time. If you have the 

word on your bingo card, put a counter on top to cover it. The first person who has all their 

words covered is the winner.  

 

 

  

can’t don’t I’ll shouldn’t didn’t 

we’ll hasn’t it’s haven’t isn’t 

shan’t isn’t I’m I’ve we’d 

they’d there’s hadn’t who’s where’s 

how’ll how’s mightn’t mustn’t couldn’t 
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Bingo Boards 

There are enough different Bingo boards for eight people.  

 

shall not it is should not I will 
can not we will have not they had 

 

 

 

did not have not has not do not 
can not is not I am I have 

 

Week 1 Thursday Word Reading 2 
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Week 1 Thursday Word Reading 2

it is should not can not I will 
did not we will shall not they had 

I have I will I am shall not 
can not did not it is they had 
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there is he will I will I had 
should not shall not they had we had 

 

 

 

who is where is how will how is 
can not we will there is they had 
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might not must not how will who is 
how is we will have not they had 

shall not must not should not shall not 

have not it is might not how is 
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Contraction Snap 

 Read each contraction.  

 Draw a line between the contraction and the words which form it.  

 

  
Contraction Full word/words 

 

 can’t 

 won’t 

 didn’t 

 couldn’t 

 shouldn’t 

 hasn’t 

 it’s 

 I’ll 

 haven’t 

 isn’t 

 let’s 

 I’m 

 I’ve 

 we’d 

 they’d 

 hasn’t 

 

 can not  

 has not 

 should not 

 will not 

 let us 

 I will 

 will not 

 could not 

 is not 

 I am 

 we had 

 did not 

 I have 

 it is 

 have not 

 they had 
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Oral Story of How the Crow Became Black. 

Hawk and Crow make a promise to share the food they 

catch. 

Hawk and Crow go hunting. 

Crow hides in the reeds, with water-reed in his mouth and a 

bag around his waist. 

Crow goes under the water, breathing through the water 

reed. 

Ducks swim over to him and he grabs one and puts it in his 

bag. He has three ducks in his bag. 

Crow goes to the river and catches fish with a spear. He has 

fish and ducks in his bag. 

Crow goes home and builds a fire. Hawk is not there. 

Crow eats the ducks and fish. 

Hawk comes home empty handed. He has tried to catch 

food, but was not able to. 

Hawk is cross that Crow ate all of the food and broke their 

promise. 

Crow teases Hawk. 

Hawk is cross and rolls Crow in the ashes of the fire. His 

feathers are black. 

He is now black as a sign to everyone that he broke his 

promise.  
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Oral Story of The Lizard-Man and the Creation of Uluru. 
 
 

Alinga, the Lizard-Man, was a mighty warrior, who often 
threw his boomerang so far it took days to return. 
One day he made a special boomerang and threw it very far 
into the sky. He waited until it came back. It did not come 
back! 
He asked if anyone had seen it. No one had. 

Alinga journeyed far and wide over the mountains, plains and 
forest looking for his boomerang.   
Finally, he saw a great red dome rising out of the ground. It 
was his boomerang. It had crashed into the ground and the 
sand had covered it completely.  

The Lizard-Man was happy he had found his boomerang. He 
tried to lift it, but it was stuck. He struggled to lift it, but he 
couldn’t!   
Eventually he decided that as it had settled in the ground, so 
would he. He would live at the base of the great red dome.  
It is said that the lizards that live in the cracks around Uluru 
are his descendants!  
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Example Stories 
 
 
1. Introduce the main characters. 
Emu is the best animal at finding leaves to eat. He has strong legs and can run quickly to eat the juiciest 
plants that grow on the ground. Koala Bear is slow, and is often not able to find any leaves.   
Snake and Spider make a promise to share all of the food that they catch. Spider builds a beautiful web 
and snake lies in the long grass with his mouth wide open.  
On the plains and in the desert water is very scarce. What water there is collects in Billabongs. Camel 
lives on the plains and Crocodile lives by the Billabong. 
 
2. Set up the problem. 
Koala asks Emu if he will help him to find tasty food. He would like to share Emu’s leaves. Emu says that 
he runs so fast, that he couldn’t possibly wait for Koala Bear as he is too slow. Emu says that if he ever 
sees Koala Bear again he will peck his tail, instead of the leaves.  
Spider has caught grasshoppers, flies, bees and wasps in her web. Snake hasn’t caught anything.  
Camel wants a drink, but Crocodile wont let him close to the Billabong. Crocodile chases Camel away, 
back into the plains.  
 
3. Solve the problem. 
Koala Bear decides to climb a tree and hide from Emu, so that when he sees him passing, he can climb 
down the tree and eat the leaves that Emu has left. This also means he can’t have his tail pecked! 
Spider waits for Snake, ready to share the food, but Snake doesn’t appear. So Spider cooks and eats all 
of the food. When Snake appears he is very cross with Spider and says she broke her promise.  
Camel ties a large bag to his back. He charges at Crocodile and knocks him flying into the air. While he 
can, Camel drinks and drinks from the Billabong and he also fills the bag on his back, so that when he is 
thirsty again he can drink the water in the bag.  
 
4. Ending. 
Koala Bear discovers that when he is in the tree he can reach all of the very best and tastiest leaves 
imaginable, so doesn’t need to share with Emu. Emu still runs about to this day, looking for Koala Bear 
and the tasty leaves that fall to the floor.  
Snake rolls Spider in the embers of the fire and makes her all black, except for a strip of red fire on her 
back. From then and until now Spider lives on her own. The strip of red on her back is a sign to everyone 
that she breaks her promises! We now call her the Black Widow Spider.  
Crocodile returns to the Billabong but hides away from the other animals, staying underwater so no one 
will see him. Camel comes down to the water and drinks all the water he can, safe in the knowledge that 
Crocodile won’t stop him. And to this day he still carries the bag on his bag 
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Page What to include 

Front Cover 
Page 1 

Write: title of the book e.g. Koala can climb!  
Name of author/illustrator (child’s name) 
Draw: Illustration of the main characters. 

Page 2 Write: Introduce the main character e.g. One day… A long time 
ago… Just after the time of dreams…. On a hot sunny morning…  

Page 2 Write: Set up the problem. 
Suddenly… As if by magic… Just then… However… But…  Page 3 

Page 5 Write: Solve the problem 
After that… Next... In the meantime…  Soon after that… Page 6 

Page 7 Write: Ending 
Finally… In the end… When this was over…  

Back Cover 
Page 8 

Write: A blurb to entice readers to want to read and enjoy your 
story. Give them clues about what it is about, but make sure you 
keep some surprises!  

The Best Story will include:  

 Sentences that include the word and, to join two ideas together.  

 Some question and exclamation (end sentences with ? or !) sentences.  

 Characters speaking (use speech marks around what they say) 

 Use a range of conjunctions e.g. when, if, that, because, or, and, but 

 Possessive apostrophes 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


